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This was a year of milestones for The 
Funding Network. We found our 10,000th 
unique donor, reached the £9 million 
mark of funds raised and supported 1,368 
projects since our first event in 2002.  
We hosted our first International Conference, 
welcoming delegates from 13 countries and 33 
civil society organisations in London to share 
their experiences of hosting TFN events around 
the world. It was a fantastic opportunity to 
acknowledge the efforts of TFN’s international 
partners in spreading our reach and in 
introducing many thousands of people to the 
empowerment which comes from participating in 
live crowdfunding.

Whilst we have a lot to be proud of, we never 
lose sight of the fact that we exist to make 
a positive impact on the world by funding 
social change projects. We are inspired by 
the organisations working at the frontline and 
making such an impact on people’s lives, and by 
our members who give so generously. It takes a 
great collaborative effort to make TFN function 
efficiently and effectively. It is only by the 
strength of our network – the dedicated staff, 
our generous sponsors and funders, committed 
trustees, members who find and select projects 
and enthusiastic supporters who turn up to 
experience the value of giving together – that 
we can achieve what we do.

We are extremely grateful to all of you!               

Céline Gagnon, Chief Executive
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Nominate
Members nominate charities 
which are then shortlisted by a 
rotating selection panel made 
up of TFN members 

Pitch
Four projects are selected to 
pitch at the event and the 
TFN team prepares them with 
professional pitch training

Evening Reception
Around 100 potential donors 
are invited to a dynamic 
evening reception

6-minute Pitch
At the event each project has 
just six minutes to pitch and 
six minutes to answer any 
questions 

Live Crowdfunding 
Session
This is followed by our 
signature live crowdfunding 
session; donations typically 
start from £100

Raising Money
The pledges are tracked live, 
often raising many thousands 
of pounds in under an hour!

As the UK’s first live crowdfunding 
charity, we are a friendly Dragons’ Den 
for social change projects and donors. 
We bring people together to collectively 
support early stage grassroots projects 
working at the front line of social change. 

How The Model Works:
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In 2015/16:

65 
TFN events took place

230 
charities supported

1,199 
new donors

4,352 
people attended events

2,819 
donors gave at TFN events 

TFN held events  
in 13 different 
countries around 
the world

With the help of TFN: 

66% 
of TFN members give more 
to charity as a result of their 
participation 

62% 
of funded projects say  
they’ve been able to leverage 
further support as a result  
of TFN events
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s In one evening we’ll have up to 120 
attendees, of which approximately 68% 
are donors raising on average £43,000 
for four innovative young charities.   
Each charity often goes on to support  
the needs of hundreds, even thousands, 
of individuals. 

Our findings indicate that TFN’s influence on 
charities , donors and the third sector as a 
whole has been significant:

Since 2002 TFN has hosted 320 events, 
engaged 10,000 donors and raised more than 
£9 million for over 1,300 charitable projects 
worldwide. 

Our TFN London event at St Paul’s, 
which coincided with our first 
International Conference, raised over 
£50,000. 

Our Strategic Funding Group raised 
more than £150,000 over two events, 
providing transformational funding 
to 6 social change projects. 

Young Funding Network formed new 
partnerships with London Young 
Charity Professionals, O2 Think Big 
and Year Here – raising over £22,000 
all from donations of around £10.

Pete Wareham, Max Reinhardt, Dallas 
Campbell and Frank Dobson

Pete Wareham Nick Jenkins

Celebs @ TFN London
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The TFN model has been successfully replicated around the world and there are groups in 
Australia, New Zealand, America and across Central and Eastern Europe. In 2015/16 TFN 
International and its partners have:
• Hosted 48 events based on TFN’s model  • Supported 162 projects  • Engaged 2,500 attendees 

“Already it has been 
adopted by seven 
community foundations 
in Bulgaria. One of the 
main reasons is its role 
in building acceptance of 
diversity and enhancing 
social justice. This is 
because local donors can 
communicate directly 
with organisations 
addressing such issues.” 
Monika Pisankaneva, 
Community Foundations 
Programme Manager, 
Workshop for Civic  
Initiatives, Bulgaria

Eugenie Harvey, TFN International Director :
“It has been a fantastic year for TFN International; a year in which we’ve made many 
new connections and strengthened our relationships with partners across the globe. 
Live crowdfunding events outside of the UK have raised more than £900,000. But 
that’s not the most important part. In countries from Romania to Australia, TFN’s 
model is helping civil society organisations to address need and advocate for change, 
often regarding issues which are locally unpopular such as LGBTI rights in Bulgaria, 
access to education for Roma children in Hungary and, increasingly across the board, 
the treatment of displaced people. TFN’s model provides not only a way to raise 
funds, but a platform to challenge accepted ideas. We are delighted to see so many 
people around the world using it as a tool for long-lasting change.” 
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LIVELIHOODS: Street Soccer Northern Ireland 
Funded at TFN Belfast in November 2015 and raised £3,800 
Using the power of football to inspire homeless people to change their lives, Street 
Soccer NI builds employability and support around football activities.
“It was great to meet the TFN donors at TFN Belfast, which was our first time pitching 
to an audience for funding. A few weeks later, the MC for the night, Kim Lenaghen, 
asked us to appear on her Radio Ulster show, which meant more great coverage for 
us, and we were also selected to pitch at an SFG event in 2016. TFN did an excellent 
job hosting the event and we’re very grateful.” 

HEALTH: Forty Hall Community Vineyard 
Funded at TFN London in November 2015 and raised £10,280
A community vineyard project in Enfield, North London, with a vision to help build a 
community where everybody has the opportunity to be happier and healthier.
“TFN funding has been critical for us to launch our new supported ecotherapy service. 
The positive response to our presentation and the generous support of our project 
has been a huge morale booster for all the volunteers at the vineyard. The whole TFN 
experience has been a delight and a wonderful journey to travel!”

ENVIRONMENT: CleanConscience 
Funded at TFN London in January 2016 and raised £10,125 
A social enterprise working to reduce the quantity of waste toiletries from the 
hospitality sector through redistribution and re-use. 
“The build up to the event was as important as the evening itself; it focused us in a way 
that was equally as valuable as the money we raised. Six minutes to convey you message, 
show your impact and share your dreams for the future really, really makes you reconsider 
what is important and what is not. Thank you to TFN for the opportunity and support!”
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 TFN considers applications for support from projects which demonstrate a clear charitable 

purpose and which aim to achieve social change in crime reduction and peace building, 
education, environment, health, human rights, inclusion, and livelihoods. TFN looks to 
support projects working both in the UK and the rest of the world.
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EDUCATION: Migration Museum Project 
Funded at City Funding Network in November 2015 and raised £3,915
Working with schools to offer interactive workshops and a safe place for 
discussion on the sensitive and ever-topical theme of migration.
“Pitching at CFN was a very positive experience for us. I have long respected 
TFN’s model and principles, and it was great to be part of the movement TFN is 
developing.” 

INCLUSION: Cork Life Centre 
Funded at TFN Cork in April 2015 and raised £6,820
A voluntary organisation offering an alternative educational setting to young 
people who have not thrived or coped in a mainstream environment. 
“More than just finance, our involvement has allowed us to build friendships 
with our fellow participating charities, to network further in the business and 
philanthropic communities and to develop and grow as an organisation.”

CRIME REDUCTION: Cracked It 
Funded at Young Funding Network in September 2015 and raised £1,895 
Cracked It trains and employs at-risk young people to repair cracked smartphones 
as a positive route away from crime and towards employment. 
“We have trained 40 young people in Tower Hamlets, Hackney and Islington.  
We couldn’t have started Cracked It without funding from YFN!”

HUMAN RIGHTS: Duy-Der 
Funded at TFN London in July 2015 and raised £17,013 
Using education to reduce the risk that children face from landmines and 
abandoned weapons in Turkey. 
“Receiving funding at an international level has been an important institutional 
development for our organisation, and a vital reference for us when making further 
funding applications. Since receiving TFN funding, the impact of our organisation 
at local, national and international levels has increased.”
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Members are the lifeblood of TFN. It is our corporate and individual members that nominate, 
select and support the projects in an interactive, live crowdfunding experience. Our members 
come from all walks of life but share a common passion for social change and a desire to learn, 
not only from the projects they meet, but also from one another. Join us as a member and 
become a part of a mass movement for social change with everyday philanthropists. 

“TFN has become a truly global name in the past 
five years, demonstrating the power of small-
scale enterprise to achieve far-reaching results 
in far-flung places.” 
Frances, TFN Member and Chair of the Marie-Louise 
von Motesiczky Charitable Trust

“There’s something quite transformative about 
TFN on so many levels – it’s a group of people 
who come together to uplift mankind! Whilst I 
enjoy giving grants, it’s a completely different 
experience of giving when it’s in the collective 
atmosphere of others who want to do their bit 
in making a difference to the lives of those less 
fortunate.” 
Ingrid, TFN Member

“YFN has reinvented charitable giving for this 
generation and turned it into a celebratory act! 
I’m struck by the amazing buzz at each event 
created by the carefully chosen causes and great 
group of people. It’s this combination that keeps 
me coming back and encouraged me to start 
volunteering over a year ago.” 
Felicity, YFN attendee and volunteer
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The money TFN receives through membership fees helps cover part of our running costs. Members 
are vital to our continued work and are at the heart of what TFN stands for. 

For a full list of benefits and further details on TFN’s membership please visit our website  
thefundingnetwork.org.uk/membership

TFN offers three types of individual membership, starting from just £50 a year. Benefits include:
• free tickets to our London events
•  the opportunity to nominate a project you would like to see supported 
• the chance to sit on the project selection panel
• invitations to additional special events

“We started TFN as a membership 
organisation because we wanted it to be 
a network of people interested in finding 
and supporting good social change 
projects and we wanted it to be owned 
by those people, not by those of us 
who set it up. Then we found that many 
of our members also had a favourite 
project (or two or three or more...) they 
wanted to bring to the attention of the 
network, and we incorporated that. 
We think that format of ownership by 
our members has worked well over the 
years. Anyone can become a member 
and we’re always looking for more! 
Our members source and sponsor the 
projects that present at our events; they 
sit on the selection panels that assign 
the slots at our events; and they often 
become our trustees. Anyone can come 
and give at our events, and we love that, 
but our members are our core, and we 
hope you will become one of them!” 
Dr Frederick Mulder CBE, TFN Member and 
Founder
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“We really believe in the work that TFN 
does to raise funds for social change 
projects and our corporate membership is 
both a show of support from the firm and 
a way of encouraging more engagement 
from our staff with charitable giving.” 
James Caulfield, Business Development Manager at 
Goodman Derrick, Corporate Member

“Our support of TFN fits with our focus 
on social innovation and our track record 
of seed-funding innovative non-profits. 
Our global approach to partnering with 
TFN includes capacity building grants, 
hosting events, matching Macquarie 
staff contributions at TFN events and 
participation of senior level staff on TFN 
advisory committees. We’re proud of our 
partnership with this innovative member-
driven start-up that is using ‘people power’ 
to solve complex community problems.”
Lisa George, Global Head of the Macquarie Group 
Foundation, Corporate MemberCo
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Our Corporate Members 
Addidi | Bates Wells Braithwaite | Baytree Labs | Ennismore | Goodman Derrick | Guildhall School of Music 
& Drama | Hogan Lovells | Macquarie Group | Picton Capital | Rathbone Greenbank Investments | School 
for Social Entrepreneurs | T & J Meyer Family Foundation

“Rathbone Greenbank Investments 
is involved with TFN through 
hosting and supporting events in 
London, Oxford and Bristol. We 
value the connection with TFN; the 
model encourages people to make a 
positive impact with their money, a 
natural ‘fit’ with our core ethos as an 
ethical investment manager.” 
John David, Director of Rathbone Greenbank 
Investments, Corporate Member

Corporate Membership provides a variety of exciting opportunities to deliver effective CSR 
in your organisation. As a member you can entertain your clients with tailored events and 
engage employees with charitable causes. You’ll have the chance to go behind the scenes at 
inspiring organisations, special performances, site visits, expert talks and film screenings.  
To find out more get in touch with celine@thefundingnetwork.org.uk
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Michael Maynard, TFN Chair and TFN Member:
“Our core London events are open to everyone. We then also have tailored networks 
to engage specific audiences: Young Funding Network for students and young people, 
City Funding Network for City professionals and Strategic Funding Group for higher 
level donors. Alongside these networks we are also lucky enough to have dedicated 
volunteer/partner committees in Belfast, Bristol, Oxford and St Albans who put together 
events in their region. Our intention is to build on this year’s success and strengthen 
these existing networks. With our expertise in live crowdfunding and leveraging 
impact through innovative partnerships, we hope to develop and expand our network.” 
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Young Funding 
Network (YFN) 
is a volunteer-led 
group that inspires 
and empowers 
young people to 
fuel social change 
around the world. 

Young Funding 
Network partners 
with universities 
and youth 
organisations to 
engage students 
and young people 
up and down the 
country. 

Supported by 
Macquarie 
Group. 
Partnerships 
include LSE, O2 
Think Big and 
Year Here.

City Funding 
Network (CFN) 
is the young 
professionals’ 
offshoot of The 
Funding Network. 

An incubator 
network investing 
in small, dynamic 
organisations 
working for social 
change, CFN is 
a way for City 
professionals to 
enjoy a relaxed 
night out with 
friends and 
colleagues, while 
discovering 
innovative 
organisations with 
a social mission. 
These events 
happen twice a 
year in London. 

Working in 
partnership with 
City Philanthropy 
and supported by 
City Bridge Trust. 

The Funding 
Network  
is a membership 
led initiative that 
brings people 
together at live 
crowdfunding 
events to raise vital 
funds, transform 
lives and create 
lasting social 
change. 

Funding Network 
events are open 
to all and happen 
every other 
month in London. 
Thanks to TFN 
members and 
supporters over 
£250,000 was 
raised at 6 events 
in 2015/16. 

Partnerships 
include Rathbone 
Greenbank 
Investments 
and Goodman 
Derrick who have 
generously hosted 
TFN events.

The Funding 
Network 
Regional  
currently operates 
in in Oxford, 
Bristol, Belfast,  
St Albans, Dublin 
and Cork. 

These events are 
run in partnership 
with private 
and third sector 
organisations 
(including Quartet 
Community 
Foundation, 
Giving NI, 
Community 
Foundation for 
Northern Ireland 
and Philanthropy 
Ireland) and our 
dedicated regional 
volunteers. 

These events 
usually happen 
once a year in 
each region.

Strategic Funding 
Group (SFG) 
aims to provide 
transformational 
second-stage 
funding to young 
charities. 

Attendees have 
the desire and 
capacity to give 
larger amounts, 
and provide 
this funding as 
a way for small 
yet established 
charities to grow 
and become more 
sustainable. 

These events 
happen in London 
twice a year; in 
2015/16 SFG 
raised £150,000 
for 6 grassroots 
projects.



TFN acknowledges with gratitude the 
support of the following in 2015/16
Brunswick LLP | Charles Stewart 
Mott Foundation | City Bridge Trust 
| Frederick Mulder Foundation | 
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Macquarie Group | Marie-Louise  
von Motesiczky Charitable Trust |  
O2 Think Big | Royal Bank of Scotland | 
Rathbone Greenbank Investments |  
SEB | Santander | St Paul’s Cathedral | 
The estate of Venetia West | Wieden 
and Kennedy

TFN Founders
Dr Frederick Mulder CBE
Dr Paul Kelland
Polly McAfee
Sue Gillie 

TFN Trustees
Michael Maynard, Chair
Simon Wheatley, Treasurer
Chrysanthy Pispinis
Dr Frederick Mulde CBE
Joanna Lee 
Michael Chuter
Robert Hewitt
Stephanie Brobbey 

TFN would like to thank all those 
who generously supported our  
Swan Appeal. 
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WC2A 3ED
T: 0845 313 8449
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telephone company’s Access Charge

E: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 
Registered charity number: 1088315
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