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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
 
Living Paintings 
Presentation:  March 2016      
Grant received:  April 2016 
 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  
 

We sought funding for a project that will extend the life choices for blind and partially sighted 
children by providing them with access to the visual concepts and images that their sighted peers 
engage with and learn from.  Our purpose is to end the social and educational isolation that they 
suffer daily.  Specifically, this project was to research, develop and publish multiple copies of a new 
Touch to See book in our Young Explorers range– Science Alive! - for blind and partially sighted 
children at Key stages 1, 2 and 3.  These are to be distributed by our free postal library across the 
country into the schools and homes of 6,000+ visually impaired children.  All our Touch to See books 
are designed for sharing and thus encourage crucial interactions between blind and sighted children 
whilst providing an educational and entertaining experience for all.  Because they are part of our 
national lending library, the books produced as a result of The Funding Network’s support will benefit 
blind and partially sighted children long into the future. 
 
To tell you a little more about the project, Science Alive! is an exciting series of tactile and audio 
books supporting science learning for blind and partially sighted children.  Science plays an integral 
role in all our lives.  It helps us to make sense of our world and allows us to develop technologies that 
impact on and improve daily living.  Not surprisingly it is a key element in our education.  The 
challenge Science  Alive! addresses is to enable blind children to join their sighted friends and 
classmates in exploring this fascinating world despite being unable to see the all-important images 
that inform the subject:  a tadpole turning into a frog, the organs of the human body, the evolution 
of man, the solar system and gravity, forces and motion.   
 
The book in this series that is funded by The Funding Network is entitled “The World Below” and 
through it we invite young blind and partially sighted children to join Dallas Campbell and fellow 
science investigators to travel beneath the Earth’s crust to discover the secrets of rock formation; the 
creatures that survive in our deepest oceans; how humans unlock natural resources; the effects of 
the carbon cycle and the scientific wonders uncovered by the Large Hadron Collider.   
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These science subjects depend on fantastic, extraordinary and often unimaginable images and this 
project ensures that blind children are no longer excluded from learning about this important part of 
our education for life.   
 
In support of the Science Alive! Series we have recently launched an exciting interactive online 
resource providing dynamic content that extends the experience of the books.  Please visit 
http://www.livingpaintings.org/discovery-hub/science-alive 
 

http://www.livingpaintings.org/discovery-hub/science-alive
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3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  
Yes 
No 
What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project? 
 

The first stage of the project was to complete the publication of the 6 new Touch to See books in the 
Science Alive! Series, all of which are now either available or in the final stages of production.  To 
date production is proving highly successful.  We will learn of the impact on the lives of these Touch 
to See books once they are in circulation via our free, postal library. 
 

4. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did 
TFN fund (eg all/x%)?   
 

The changes directly attributable to this project will be measured in coming months once circulation 
of the Touch to See books begins in earnest.  However, I thought you might like to read about the 
overall impact that the work of Living Paintings has on the lives of blind and partially sighted children 
and to this end I am enclosing a copy of our must recent Impact Report. 
 

5. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  
new subscribers to your mailing list:  Unknown 
new volunteers to your organisation:  not to our knowledge 
further funding from individual donors:  £1,200 in donations 
further funding from institutional funders:  Not to our knowledge 
an introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or other 
organisation): No 
other benefit (please describe) 
 

Just to comment, it is sometimes difficult to establish what influences the decisions of individuals and 
institutional funders so we may not know if there has been a further impact. 
 

6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 

 
Not at this time because the Touch to See book is only just going into circulation.  However we 
anticipate that, in line with our children’s library membership, thousands of blind and partially 
sighted children will be impacted by the project over coming years. 
 

7. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  
 
This the story of one of our blind children, Ted and he is going to 
simply love ‘The World Below’: 
 
Ted is 7 years old and lives in Nottinghamshire with his parents 
and older sister who recently enjoyed interviewing Ted for a 
review that he did for us of our version of "The Bear that Went 
Boo" by David Walliams, our newest Touch to See book in the 
library. Ted has Stickler syndrome which caused his retinas to 
detach resulting in him becoming blind when he was a toddler.  
 
Ted has been borrowing from the Living Paintings library since he 
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was four and on average Ted will keep books for 2 to 3 months.  
 
During the last year Ted has borrowed 15 titles from us including, The Roald Dahl Collection, Well 
done Little Bear, Van Gogh, Star Seeker, History of Space Exploration, Vikings, Flying Diggers, Triassic 
Rocks and The Bear who went Boo! When Ted gets tired reading Braille the feely pictures give him a 
welcome break, he can relax, yet stay interested in the story. Our resources have given him an 
incentive to keep trying to read Braille which has meant his Braille reading has improved to such an 
extent that he sat his KS1 SATs using contracted Braille – a great achievement.  
 
Ted listens and feels books above his level (KS2 for example) and gets lots from them even though he 
may not fully understand everything.  
 
Borrowing resources from us has given him a good understanding of context within stories which 
helps with his reading and ability to decipher sentences. His enjoyment of stories and factual books, 
and therefore his knowledge, is much enhanced by having the key aspects literally explained for him 
by his fingers. 
 
Our resources also support him in school and this enables him to be more involved within the class 
setting. Recently Ted's class were learning about the artist Van Gogh so his teaching assistant 
borrowed our Van Gogh Touch to See book which helped to keep him more involved within the class. 
He frequently contributes to class activities and discussions and enthusiastically answers questions in 
class. Borrowing Living Paintings resources also enables him to understand subjects in greater detail 
which means he is more confident discussing them and answering questions more. He has become 
more interested in a wider scope so he learns about things that would otherwise be too abstract for 
him.  
 
"The Touch to See concept is superb for our son. He has a thirst for knowledge and books and the 
feely pictures are brilliant. We have used them on subjects he is already aware of (Charlie and the 
chocolate factory for example) and also where he has no real knowledge (the solar system) and he 
gets a lot from them". 
 
Ted really enjoys listening to the audio of Roald Dahl books and putting a shape to the characters like 
James and the Giant Peach and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. Feeling the feely pictures made 
listening to the audio book even better! 
 
8.  Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which our 
donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to the 
experience of presenting at TFN).  
 
 

The number of blind and partially children that we are reaching has risen from 5,000 at the time of 
our application to over 6,300. 
 
 

9. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
Just that we are extremely grateful for the support that has made this wonderful project possible. 
 
 

 


