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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
Liquid Connection, November 2012. 
 

2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  

TFN funded our 2013 Romania trip, which took 20 people to one of the poorest parts of Romania to 
run summer camp activities for children living in poverty. The trip took place for 8 days in July 2013. 
The aim was to help teenagers from deprived areas in Surrey make positive changes in their lives by 
having a life changing experience. The young people we took to run the project with us made a huge 
contribution to the lives of the children they worked with and have made huge personal progress 
since returning from Romania.  
 

3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  
What evidence do you have for the success or failure of the funded project? 

Yes – we completed the project as aimed and as a result our young people want to help 
create an organisation in Romania which can host more regular visits for teams from the UK who can 
go and help with building projects and children’s work.  We have produced photos from the trip and 
also have a short evaluation which features quotes and highlights taken from the young people who 
came on the trip.  
 
 

4. If you were not able, please explain what happened and why? 
Can you quantify any changes? Eg …expanding number of employees, number of projects, 
geographical scope.  
 

 
5. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work did 
TFN fund (eg all/x%)?   
 
This project gave 15 teenagers from Leatherhead new inspiration and understanding about the 
world  by visiting an area of real poverty and discovering that positive relationships can be built 
with virtually anyone, anywhere. Our team, mostly made up of young people who have faced 
struggles including being involved with anti-social behaviour and not coping well with school, 
have gained a new focus and understanding for their lives, and we have seen the majority of the 
team take positive steps forward such as applying for jobs, starting to volunteer with local 
community projects, and learn new skills and trades.  
This trip was a once in a lifetime opportunity for the young people who participated, as most of 
our group from the UK had never travelled abroad and did not have passports. This trip gave 
them an experience of travelling, learning a new language and engaging with a new culture.  
 

 
6. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  
- new subscribers to your mailing list   - No 
- new volunteers to your organisation - No 
- further funding from individual donors - No 
- further funding from institutional funders - No 
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- an introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or other 
organisation) - Yes 

- other benefit (please describe) 
 
 

7. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  
 
Matt, aged 18 from a low income household, joined us on the Romania trip in July 2013. Matt had 
finished education in June 2013 after unsuccessfully completing a college course in Guildford, and did 
not know what was next for him. The Romania trip gave him a new lease of life, and he has produced 
a video about the trip. Romania really captured his attention and when he returned home to 
Leatherhead he started working part time at Tesco, and committed to donating some of his earnings 
to the work taking place in Romania through the Heart for Romania charity. Matt now volunteers at 
our youth projects and has become a very useful member of the team.  He has also committed to 
spending 4 months in Romania from May 2014 to help local villagers with building and decorating of 
new homes being built in the deprived village of Soard and Csekefalva.  He aims to help fund and 
build a community base in Soard which acts as a hostel for teams for the UK to come and use as a 
base for regular trips.  
 
Some quotes from other young people: 

 “What I learnt from the Romania trip is that you can bring people together from 
lots of different backgrounds and communities, and work as one to give 
everyone an amazing experience.” 

 I enjoyed going to a different country for the first time and being part of a life 
changing experience, for just for me but for everyone who was part of the 
camp. 

 I learnt that no matter what background, language, or amount of money we 
have, we are all equal, and people from anywhere can get together  and have 
an amazing time. 

 The Romania trip broadened by horizons and changed my perspective on a 
world that doesn’t revolve around me!!  

 
 

8. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 
our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

 
None currently. 
 

9. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
 
Thank you for the amazing opportunity to speak and receive funding – our hope of doing such a 
large scale trip for young people was ambitious and with your help we have made it happen, and it 
has allowed us to establish long term links with these communities in Romania for years to come. 
Our young people have benefitted hugely and so have the Romania children.  
 

10. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project.  
 
 
Photos are attached via email. Thanks. 


