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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 

1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
The London Youth Choir (LYC) gave a presentation at the Café Royal on the 19th March 2015 in 
collaboration with The Childhood Trust, at which our Chamber Choir performed. 

 
We also performed at TFN Christmas event at Macquarie Bank, London on 20 November. 

 
2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
To recruit and support 20 children aged 9/10 that live in challenging circumstances, but who 
show musical potential, into our network of London Youth Choirs, through our project ‘Aspire’. 
Our aim was to raise aspirations and knock down perceived barriers about participating in high 
quality music making, with a desire to see them fulfil their individual potential and raise their 
self-esteem. As a result of a programme of fundraising and a substantial grant from Youth Music, 
we actually raised more than our target and were able to support a total of 30 children into our 
Boys’ and Girls’ Choirs thereby exceeding our expectations. We began to deliver our series of 45 
singing workshops in our 9 partner schools (in Camden, Hackney and Southwark) in the autumn 
of 2015 and our selected Aspire Apprentices became members of our choirs in January 2016.  

 
3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and presentation?  
We were able to do the work as we described in our application and presentation and are 
currently half way through the project. There is a tangible sense that the participating children 
are developing musically and socially (learning to read music, advancing in their vocal 
development, learning the skills of working in a big team at a high level, becoming more 
disciplined in rehearsal and performance skills, and growing weekly in confidence.) The children 
have undertaken surveys about their participation, the impact results of which will be available 
at the end of the project in August. We have an integrated buddy system to ensure the ‘Aspire’ 
kids feel included and involved with children from all walks of life (our membership of over 200 is 
currently drawn from 30 London Boroughs, which equates to representatives from 126 schools, 
both state and independent)  

 
4. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of this work?  
TFN funded 20% of the project (the rest was funded by Youth Music and some smaller trusts and 
foundations.) The 20% from TFN has directly contributed towards the practical costs of providing 
teacher chaperones from their schools to bring the 30 apprentices to rehearsals in the city every 
Monday, free concert uniforms, concert folders, tickets for their families to attend concerts, 
extra pastoral support and fully subsidised places in the choirs, plus a travel fund to support 
parents to engage in picking up their child and listening to some of the rehearsal.  
 
The change in attitude from the participants, and perhaps even more notably from their families, 
has been tangible. For many, they had no idea their child had musical potential and are 
astounded by the standard of what they are achieving in our choirs. We have seen attitudes turn 
around in many of the young people who have become much more switched on and focused. 
The children are keen to take their music home to practice, which we think is a sign that they are 
taking it seriously and want to improve. More statistical evidence will be available at the end of 
the initial project in August 2016.  

 
5. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  
We received further funding from an individual donor after the TFN project (someone who knew 
our Director from some years back and has now re-engaged with funding us). The introduction to 
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Lara Morgan and the mentor work was incredibly fruitful longer-term for our Director, who now 
feels more confident and equipped for fundraising in general.  
We have received further funding from The Childhood Trust as part of The Big Give and it was 
the link with TFN which helped us to engage more fully with them. 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 

project/work and by how much? 
30 children have directly benefitted, but our ‘Aspire’ project is working with 1000 young people 
over the course of the yearlong project. Our own membership of 200 has also been affected 
positively as a result of encouraging this diversity of membership. Since we meet around 40 
times a year with our membership, and are engaging in 45 singing workshops in schools, we 
know that the funding has had a high impact and will affect the future recruitment of our 
membership from challenging schools.  

 
7. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  
One of the striking outcomes is actually for our children who were a part of our choirs before the 
Aspire Apprentices joined us. It has been interesting to see how they respond to welcoming 
children (often from such complicated backgrounds, for a variety of reasons) and to making them 
feel like part of the family. The learning and development here is certainly two ways and has 
been challenging for our staff team too, as the new members often need more support than we 
had anticipated. It has helped us reignite our vision to be a social action project that strives for 
musical excellence, and it has challenged us all to go the extra mile for those less fortunate than 
ourselves.  

 
8. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant change(s) which 

our donors would be interested to know about (these changes do not need to be related to 
the experience of presenting at TFN).  

We have set up a Development Committee with some high profile City experts who are 
passionate about the impact of the arts in London. We are about to launch a new investment 
programme for individuals called the LYC 100 Circle. We are looking for 100 select individuals, 
who are passionate about the impact of the arts on young people, to invest £1500 a year for 3 
years. These much needed core funds will help us reach out to more young people who are in 
need and nurture our unique singing community.  

 
9. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
Thank you to all who supported us at TFN and The Childhood Trust last year. You are very 
welcome to arrange a visit to see our ‘Aspire Apprentices’ in action in rehearsals, workshops or in 
concert.  
To keep in the loop with our work, or to engage one of our five choirs to perform at a function 
please visit our new website www.londonyouthchoir.com  or do get in touch with LYC’s Director, 
Rachel Staunton racheljoystaunton@hotmail.com 
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