
 

1 of 6    Registered Charity No. 1088315 
 

16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  

Report back to The Funding Network 
 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  
Just for Kids Law 
November 2013 
 
2. What does your organisation do?  
Our aims and objectives have not changed. 
 
Just for Kids Law (www.justforkidslaw.org) is a charity providing advocacy, support and assistance to 
young people in difficulty; particularly those in trouble with the law, looked after children and those at 
risk of exclusion from school. We combine quality legal representation with tailored, personal support. 
We support young people through all their difficulties, to tackle the problems they face and help them 
in their efforts to lead positive and fulfilling lives. 
 
At Just for Kids Law our mission is to enable all children and young people to reach their potential.   
This is achieved by: 

 independent youth advocacy for children and young people on a ‘needs-led’ basis to help 
represent and support their wishes and to provide access to positive activities; 

 legal representation in education and community care cases to ensure children receive 
education, housing, social services support and any other support to which they are legally 
entitled;  

 specialist legal representation to children caught up in the criminal justice system; 

 strategic litigation where we challenge the current youth justice system by undertaking 
cases that have  wide-reaching impact for all young people; 

 a Youth Opportunities Project and a Mentoring Project to support young people into 
education, employment or training; 

 policy work where we advise policy groups, think-tanks and government departments as well 
as drafting and responding to existing reports; 

 unique training courses using our young clients as trainers.  In an independent analysis 
of our training of experienced lawyers, 91% said they would change their way of representing 
children as a result of attending.  

 
3. When was your organisation first established? 
2006 
 
4. Since receiving funding from TFN how has your organisation changed?  
Since funding was received we have continued to expand as a charity and in June 2013 opened our 
third office. 
 
5. Can you describe/measure the impact that the specific TFN funded project/work has had? 
Since November 2013, we have been able to support even more children and young people through 
our Opportunities Project, from London boroughs beyond Westminster. Prior to receiving the funding, 
we had a top limit of 60 young people per year. Last year 2012 – 2013 we supported 121 young 
people through our Opportunities Project and 28 young people took part in the Ambassador Project.  
 
We have also been able to increase the number of volunteers who support the project. Since 
November 2012, we have been able to accommodate one additional volunteer per week. This 
volunteer has provided in depth, one-to-one support to vulnerable young people. This support would 
not have been otherwise possible and if we were to put a financial contribution to this it would be 
£4,061 per volunteer over a year. 
 
With our increased capacity, we have also been able to expand our ambassador project to allow even 
more young people to take leadership positions and make choices about the development of this 
project.   
 

http://www.justforkidslaw.org/
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Since November 2013, the Opportunities project has supported children and young people achieving 
229 positive outcomes. The tables below show the breadth of outcomes secured within our 
Opportunities Project. 
 
 

 
 
 

Education/training/work position improved 108 

Apprenticeship secured 1 

Better SEN Provision 1 

Employment gained/secured/reinstated 10 

Entered/returned to/stayed in education 16 

Exclusion overturned 1 

Extra tuition secured  2 

Managed move arranged 1 

Other  23 

Regularly taking part in a positive activity  26 

Training place gained/secured/reinstated 13 

Work Experience/Voluntary placement  secured 14 

 

Financial position improved 37 
Debt written off 3 

Money gained for client – increased  income 22 

Money gained for client – lump sum 11 

  

Housing position improved 35 

Accommodation secured 13 

Accommodation secured under S20 17 

Eviction prevented 3 

Repairs done/improved housing conditions 4 

 
 
We have asked our young people about the impact of the project on their life and below are a snap 
shot of their inspiring feedback.  

 “I hadn’t been in school for 5/6 months and I thought I wouldn’t be able to do anything in my 
life. Just for Kids Law were able to get me into school…Joel helped me a lot. He keeps in 
touch and checks in on me. He went out of his way to get my number and he goes above and 
beyond what he has to do for his job”. 

 

Health and social care 
position improved 49 

Improved support by 
s/s 23 
Improved support for 
child in need 2 
Leave to enter/remain 
given 2 
Leaving care benefits 
provided 11 
Obtained 
counselling/mentoring 
support 8 
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 “I would use Just for Kids Law and most definitely recommend them because they’re their for 
you through every step and very supportive”. 

 

 “I knew someway,  some how I was going to achieve my goals. I feel like I’m on the right path 
now, I’m happy with my direction. I recommend Just for Kids Law to anyone who will listen”. 

 
 
 
6. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the TFN funded 
project/work and by how much? 
Since November 2012 when we received funding for this project approximately 61 additional young 
people have accessed the project. 
 
 
 
7. Did receiving the money from TFN make positive difference to your organisation? If yes, in 
what way? If no, please specify why not? 
Receiving the money has allowed us to expand our Opportunities Project, both geographically and in 
the scope of our work. Critically, the funding has enabled us to build up the evidence base to prove 
what does and what doesn’t work. As a result we have strengthened the project and have been able to 
successfully secure funding to expand our Opportunities Project within our newly established South 
London office to compliment the other work we will be delivering. In addition, the project has created a 
blueprint for a targeted youth participatory project where we will be working with expectant and young 
mothers.  
 
In our answer to question 9 we have included information about the array of projects which our young 
people have been involved. Radibe’s story demonstrates the impact of the project on his life.  
 
Radibe is 16 and recently arrived in this country from the Democratic Republic of Congo. He lives with 
his father in North East London and both have refugee status, having been persecuted in their country 
of origin. Neither speaks English and Radibe spends all day every day in his dad’s flat. He wants to 
learn English and to make some friends through football but has no confidence to do so on his own.  
 
We were supporting Radibe with his housing situation when he was referred to the Opportunities 
Project. Initially we helped Radibe enrol on an English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) 
course in a local college but this did not start for another three months. Radibe was extremely upset 
that he would have to wait this long to get on with his learning. We identified a volunteer that spoke a 
common language and enabled Radibe to meet weekly with this volunteer at a local library for basic 
English lessons. Radibe enjoys these immensely and feels that he will be in a better position when his 
college course begins.  
 
We also identified a local football project that was running a summer academy with classroom lessons 
as well as football coaching. We accessed funding to purchase Radibe some football boots and 
accompanied him to the first few sessions so that he felt comfortable attending alone. Radibe is now 
enjoying these sessions and looking forward to his ESOL course starting in September.  

 
8. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  
We are extremely grateful for the continued support of the Funding Network that has believed in our 
work and enabled our charity and young people to flourish. 
 
9. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the project.  
Shakarah Weir-Barlett worked with our advocacy and legal services before engaging with the 
opportunities project. Here, she describes her experiences and the support she has received from Just 
for Kids Law. Since writing this piece, Shakarah has been able to visit a university outside of London 
after being sponsored by a supporter of the project.  
 
“Due to family break down, I moved into a hostel when I was 17. In August 2012, my keyworker at the 
time had referred me to Just For Kids Law due the lack of support that I was receiving from social 
services. During these difficult times, Aimee Ashton-Freemen advocated on my behalf as I found 
social services extremely challenging. They wanted to make decisions for me.  
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When I expressed how I felt about the situation, Just for Kids Law advocated in my defence. Aimee, 
my advocate and Mital, my community care solicitor were able to write letters and put my views on 
paper on my behalf. Aimee was very supportive towards my views and what I wanted. This made me 
feel confident and strong as I was finally being listened to. Once I was relaxed and settled in my living 
environment, I expressed to Aimee that I would like to gain work experience in law. At this point I was 
introduced to Joel Carter and Sunny, both of whom have helped me very much in different ways. 
 
Thanks to Just For Kids Law I was recently given the opportunity to take part in a five day, mini 
pupillage shadowing a barrister from Garden Court Chambers during a murder trial in the Old Bailey 
Court. I feel that the experience strengthened my ambition to pursue a career in law and allowed me 
to observe a trial in action. I got the chance to see barristers working together and to view the level of 
professionalism in the workplace. 
 
I found the opportunity intellectually stimulating as well as very exciting. During my time on the mini  
pupillage I viewed quite a few witnesses being examined, I got to see my barrister’s QC make an 
application to the judge and I witnessed the lead prosecutor address the jury for the first time. I also 
got to read about the cases that the barrister was working on and I was able to familiarize myself with 
some legal terms. 
 
I am grateful for all the help Just for Kids Law has given me. Last year, working with a barrister was 
just a mere dream of mine. This year it has turned into a reality. This shows the progress I'm making. 
The mini pupillage has led to many more opportunities for me and I am currently doing work 
experience in a solicitor’s office. Words cannot express how grateful I am.  
 
Shakarah” 
 
Ambassadors 
The ambassadors meet every month to initiate projects and to ensure our services are young person 
friendly. They developed a mission statement for the project below: 
 

 
 
Projects 
The ambassadors have initiated a number of projects including a film project that explores the nature 
of role models and how these are often absent in young people’s lives. They identified a role model 
who they felt had an inspirational story and interviewed them for a short film.  
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You can view the film here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vujZte7bPZw   
 
 
Consultations and debates 
The ambassadors and young people accessing the Opportunities Project have been able to express 
their opinions by responding to consultations and attending debates. The picture below shows Brieann 
Campbell, 16, being interviewed by an internet news channel after a debate at the houses of 
parliament on the representation of young people in the media.  
 

 
 
Awareness-Raising 
The ambassadors and other young people accessing the Opportunities Project are passionate about 
raising awareness on young people’s rights and about Just for Kids Law’s services. They supported a 
fund-raising trip to the summit of Snowdon (below) and are currently planning a debate that will bring 
together young people and statutory service decision-makers.   
 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vujZte7bPZw
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