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16 Lincoln’s Inn Fields London WC2A 3ED 

tel: 0845 313 8449 

email: info@thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

website: www.thefundingnetwork.org.uk 

  
Report back to The Funding Network 

 
1. Name of your organisation and date funded by TFN:  

Creative Exchange Artists Studios, Belfast. The Wish Tree Forest August 2016. 
Funding received 2015/16 financial year. 

 
2. What was the project you sought funding for from TFN?  
What are its aims and objectives? Have these changed since receiving TFN funding?  

The wish project was conceived to create participatory, temporary public artworks to 
be included in Creative Exchange’s 20/20 anniversary project. It engaged participants 
in a community inspired programme, reflecting on themselves and aspirations for the 
future of their community spaces and places.   

 
The aim of this project was to use visual art as a mechanism to provide a safe 
platform for discussion around social themes, which are of relevance to people in 
East Belfast, namely how we integrate our changing communities and celebrate 
diversity. The workshops increased access to the arts whilst addressing issues 
relating to inter generational, inter racial and inter cultural residents. It cumulated in 
an exhibition / installation in collaboration with the artists and the community. 

 
The theme of forests and trees grew from the importance of ‘our roots’ / foundations 
of our community, family trees, the intertwining for communities and families and the 
nurturing aspect trees can offer (shelter, food and warmth) 

 
The project was held during creative Exchange’s 20th Anniversary celebrations and 
ran concurrently with our 20/20 Billboard Project, 20/20 Exhibition, Real COST OF 
regeneration Symposium and a performance art event by BBEYOND collective, 
during August 2016. 

 
3. Were you able to do this work as you described it in your application and 

presentation?  
Yes. We also developed the project, through a different funding stream, which 
allowed us to recreate some of the Wishes into the 20/20 Billboard project, which ran 
concurrently with the Wish Tree Forest.  

 
4. If you were not able, please explain what happened and why? 
Can you quantify any changes? Eg …expanding number of employees, number of 
projects, geographical scope.  
 N/A 

 
5. Can you measure, assess or describe the change that happened as a result of 

this work?  
What actual change did the funded project generate? What proportion of the project/work 
did TFN fund (eg all/x%)?   

As an arts organisation based in inner east Belfast we recognise a degree of social 
responsibility. Many of our artists work in a socially engaged practice and so with the 
20/20 programme our Wish Tree workshops and installation gave voice to the local 
community, enabling participants to create a piece of art which was publically 
displayed. It was paramount that within the workshops some of the participants 
‘wishes’ be reproduced on the billboards where they were displayed alongside the 
work of renowned national and international artists. We also asked for some feedback 
from people who were involved in the project, which we have listed below. 
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A Participant taking part in the Wish Tree Forest stated: “The trees are really 
beautiful and as I was walking around reading other people’s wishes I 
connected to some of them especially the ones where people wished for a cure 
for cancer and Peace. I want to make a wish for young people getting a job and 
my son is finding it hard to get work.” It is also worth noting that on the removal of 
the Wish Tree Forest a shopper in Connswater requested that the artwork remain in 
the centre as she loved looking at every time she came in.   

 
Feedback from the Eastside Arts festival Rachel Kennedy, Manager of EastSide Arts 
said; 
“On behalf of Eastside Arts we would like to congratulate Creative Exchange 
on reaching this milestone year. The innovation and creativity displayed by the 
team and artists from Creative Exchange is not only exemplary but plays a 
vital role in the development of community arts programming for Eastside 
Arts. The dynamic 20/20 Art in East Belfast billboard project and the ‘Wish Tree 
Forest’ project are important parts of this year’s Eastside Arts Festival 
programme and we are delighted to not only showcase these projects but 
continue our strong partnership of delivering and making art accessible to the 
East Belfast community.”  

 
 

6. As a result of presenting at TFN, did you experience any of the following;  

 new subscribers to your mailing list Yes 

 new volunteers to your organisation Yes 

 further funding from individual donors Yes – monetary and In Kind Sponsorship 

 further funding from institutional funders Yes 

 an introduction that benefited your organisation (e.g. to an individual, business or 
other organisation) Yes 

 other benefit (please describe) 
 

 
7. Could you give us an estimate of how many people have been reached by the 

TFN funded project/work and by how much?  
The individual workshops reached 56 participants, but the overall project, including 
our 20/20 exhibition, Billboards, Symposium events etc attracted many more.  The 
Wish Tree installation was also sited in one of the major shopping Centre within East 
Belfast, with audience figures of 10,000 over the course of the project. 

 
8. Can you tell us any personal stories to highlight the value of funding from TFN?  

Please see Question 5 for participants’ feedback. 
 

9. Since presenting at TFN, has your organisation undergone any significant 
change(s) which our donors would be interested to know about (these changes 
do not need to be related to the experience of presenting at TFN).  
No major changes within Creative Exchange. 

 
10. Do you have any other comments regarding TFN funding?  

No 
 

11. Can you please include any relevant photos or clips that may relate to the 
project.  
Please see PR marketing and links to our website and vimeo sites and press articles. 

 
  The Wish Tree Forest Video - https://vimeo.com/191164751 
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 We developed a marketing strategy for the events with PR consultant Siobhan 
McGuigan.   

 We were included in the Eastside Arts Festival programme and was listed a 
significant event in all their media coverage.  

 The launch was a great success with Creative Exchange artists and the exhibition 
featured in The BCC, UTV, Belfast Telegraph, Irish News, Newsletter  

 There was a feature article in Culture Northern Ireland.  

 We produced a publication for the launch with a map and information on all events. 

 Creative Exchange had three feature articles in the Loop Newsletter that goes to 
40,000 households in East Belfast. (relevant articles attached) 

 Northern Vision NVTV held an interview with Deirdre Robb on the Wish project and 
Lesley Cherry on the Billboard, exhibition and Symposium on 18th September.  

 Lisburn FM interviewed Deirdre Morrissey on the 2020 programme 

 Visual art Critic Dorothy Hunter has been commissioned to do an article on the 20/20 
project which she will submit to various visual art review blogs and forums.  

 A press release was issued to all the main media for NI.  

 We received coverage in Belfast telegraph in regard to the Wish tree and they used 
an image of a participant and their wish on a Billboard.  

 Our social media presence was strong with our reach in Facebook over the month in 
excess of 22,000 (breakdown attached). We had a feature feed every day for the 
period in the lead up and through events. This does not include the artists own 
Facebook hits and shares  

 All information was posted on Creative Exchange website. 

 Belfast City Council added the information to their events page and promoted the 
events through social media.  

 Arts Council Northern Ireland promoted the events through social media.  

 Belfast City Council and all other funders was acknowledged in the flyer, press 
releases, hand-outs and any media used.  

 


