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Carney’s Community Mission Statement 

Carney’s Community aims to reduce offending, re-offending and anti-social behaviour, whilst 
improving social mobility and community cohesion.  We will achieve this by engaging a range of 
participants in positive and constructive activities.  These participants are predominantly 
disadvantaged and excluded.  We believe that by empowering these participants through mentoring, 
encouraging active participation, focusing on their strengths and learning from each other, we can 
improve not only their opportunities, but also their local communities. 
 
The Funding Network support 

We were referred over to the Funding network by Jan Stevens and delivered a presentation on the 
8th May.  We were then funded by The Funding Network  to help us with our key objectives which 
are to continue to offer long term, consistent and intense mentoring to those most in need.  We aim 
to build relationships with this group and mentor them whilst modelling appropriate behaviour. 
Disadvantaged young people are referred to these sessions by Youth Offending Teams, Police, 
Probation, Social Services and schools. 
 
The funding raised through the Funding Network, was specifically focussed towards: 

 Covering the costs of at least 2 one to one mentors   

 Covering the costs of 5 volunteers’ expenses 

 Management costs to coordinate the boxing sessions for the period of the 1st September 
2014-22 December 2014. 

 

 
 

Core achievements due to TFN funding from 01/07/14 - 31/10/14 

In this time we have delivered: 
 

 75 Boxing fitness sessions engaging 93 participants.  

 137 sessions of one to one mentoring (which involved 181 hours of contact)  
The numbers of young people we have engaged is: 

 24 in one to one mentoring 

 93 in boxing fitness sessions 

 117 in total 
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Of those engaged 92.7% had risk factors relating to offending, anti-social behaviour and exclusion. 
 
Outcomes 
 
Boxing fitness 

 
 
We held a focus group with 3 of our boxing sessions.  All reported that the boxing fitness sessions: 
 

 Helped improve their self esteem and  confidence  
 Helped improve their fitness levels 

 Helped them to stay on track  
 

Other feedback was that the boxing sessions had helped introduce them to Carney’s Community and 
led to some of them receiving one to one support.  We also had 4 participants who took their 
training further and have started training with the competitive boxers at Fitzroy Lodge ABC.  We also 
recorded some of their quotes below: 
 

 “Boxing has kept me fit.  I enjoyed working out and always learning as it helps with my 
stress.  After a few months in boxing, it has kept me strong and focused.  On 08/12/14 I was 
rewarded by Jack Petchy for the most improved boxer” 

JH 
 

 “This was my first ever sport and I love it.  I enjoy the intense training and, weeks on, not only 
have I noticed a big change in me, but so has my worker, who was the one that introduced 
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me to boxing.  My family have noticed a big change in my self control and my confidence has 
grown.  I got a lot stronger in boxing and my focus has never been as good as it is today” 

BW 
 

 “Boxing helped with self control” 
FM 

 
 “Boxing has helped improve my confidence and has kept me fit for the last couple of months, 

which has got me to the level where I could join Fitzroy lodge Amateur Boxing club” 
MM 

Mentoring 
 
Of the 23 participants mentored, our records show that:  

 
 10 went into paid employment.  For Example: 

o D & D are both younger 
siblings of people we 
have worked with in 
the past.  They both 
approached us 
together, after serving 
long prison sentences, 
saying they wanted to 
turn their lives around.  
We allocated a mentor 
and started working 
closely with them.  
Throughout the 
following two years we 
supported them around 
issues relating to 
housing, education, 
family and offending 
behaviour.  The result is 
that they are now both 
employed on the train 
tracks, have new qualifications that Carney’s Community helped them to achieve 
and are doing well in life.  One of them has also been involved in speaking to some 
high profile politicians, from the two main political parties, about what does and 
does not work when it comes to getting ex-offenders into employment.  He had a 
one on one phone conversation with Labour Leader, Ed Miliband and is due to meet 
Conservative Secretary of State for Justice and Lord Chancellor, Chris Grayling, in 
March. 

 

 9 set up a total of 4 own social enterprises (most of these social enterprises were set up by 
groups of 2 or more individuals, so it was 4 social enterprises all together).  One example of 
these social enterprises is: 

o Supreme Sounds - Sunnie has been working with Carney's Community now for a 
number of years, turning his life around and away from crime. He has a passion for 
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music, and wants to give back to the community and other underpriviledged youths 
by sharing this passion. As he says: 
"All people are born with the potential to become musical. With inappropriate or 
limited music experiences in the early years, children consistently lose their 
intuitions for thinking tunes, feeling rhythms and responding to expressiveness in 
music." 
This is the basis for Sunnie's new social enterprise, 'Supreme Sounds'.  
The business will offer courses which will enhance core elements that sit within the 
National Curriculum, whilst also enhancing social and developmental skills. The 
courses will focus on improvement of many things, including Positive Behaviour, 
Language, Enhanced Thinking skills, Literacy and will include special education 
needs. 
Sunnie is dedicated to giving back to the community through his passion, music. The 
course will be inclusive and run to help underprivileged youths to improve their skills 
and explore themselves. 

 
 10 took up volunteering opportunities.  Examples of the volunteer roles are: 

o Volunteer coaches  
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o Volunteer mentors 

 
 

Other successes 
 

 Lodge Boys – Sky sports did a documentary on the man that carney’s Community was named 
after, Mick Carney MBE.  The documentary was called Lodge Boys and focused on the 
positive work that is being done to continue Mick’s legacy 

 Carney’s Community Centre launch – We have managed to secure a new centre in Battersea 
where we will be running a number of boxing fitness sessions and supporting our 
participants with social enterprises and projects that they are setting up.  We also allow 
Renaisi and Wandsworth Work Match to access the centre, where they run CSCS 
construction courses and employability workshops with our participants.  Below is a picture 
from the launch with a group of our volunteers, the Wandsworth Mayor, Cllr Stuart Thom, 
Wandsworth Council leader Cllr Ravi Govindia and professional boxer and WBO European 
Welterweight Champion Bradley Skeete. 
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 Documentary – Ridley Scotts Associates are currently filming a documentary on Carney’s 

Community and our participants.  The plan is to premier this on the 2nd of May.  A few short 
clips about some of our participants can be found on our website at 
http://carneyscommunity.org/gallery/ 

 Carney’s Community was awarded the “partner of the year” award with London Probation’s 
Community Rehabilitation Company, for the joint work we do with a number of their clients. 

 We have a case study on Carney’s Community featured in a paper by the Home Office on 
“Urban Street Gangs in EGYV (Ending Gang and Youth Violence) Areas - Understanding Local 
Developments and Trends”. 

 
Problems 

 The new centre has taken a lot of our attention. 

 2 of the 21 mentored returned to custody (one on remand for firearms and the other given 
an 18 month sentence for robbery) 

 User group council has been hard to get off the ground with only 2 meetings being held so 
far, but we are hoping this will change now we have our new centre. 

 2 of those who aimed to set up a Social Enterprise, started the process, but then have put it 
on hold.  However, this was because they then both got full time employment.  We believe 
that both of these opportunities came about due to the commitment they showed and the 
processes they were going through to set up the social enterprises. 

 
 

 

http://carneyscommunity.org/gallery/
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Future plans 

Due to the success, we are continuing to offer the combination of free boxing fitness sessions and 

mentoring.  The funding from TFN has helped us to demonstrate both the need and the positive 

benefits that come from this way of working.  Since starting the project we have managed to secure 

our new centre and funding from Comic Relief and the Tudor Trust to help us develop our work.  We 

will continue to use Earlsfield and Fitzroy Lodge Amateur Boxing Club, but the new centre allows us 

to now have a space to: 

 run at least 4 more boxing fitness sessions per week 

 deliver one to one and group mentoring 

 develop the 3 social enterprises we have helped to start 

 deliver employability courses, alongside Wandsworth Work Match and Renaisi 

 Put on amateur boxing shows and other events 

The new centre and new activities both mean new costs, so we will be continuing our fundraising 

and are currently trying to put together a subcommittee to help us come up with a plan for how to 

increase our revenue through: 

 Revenue from Social Enterprises 

 Fundraising events (such as charity boxing dinner shows) 

 Funding applications 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone involved in The Funding Network.  Not 

only have we benefitted from the funding, but also from contacts we made at the event and also the 

event itself, in which two of our participants took part in delivering the presentation and answering 

questions. 

 

Contact Details: 

George Turner, Manager Carney's Community, Carney’s Community Centre, 30 Petworth Street, 
Battersea, SW114QW. 

Tel: 02072280506 or 07513384042 
george@carneyscommunity.org 

www.carneyscommunity.org https://twitter.com/CarneyCommunity (@CarneyCommunity) 

mailto:george@carneyscommunity.org
http://www.carneyscommunity.org/
https://twitter.com/#%21/CarneyCommunity

